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Music Spectrum
Course Syllabus

Music Spectrum is designed essentially as a music appreciation class through use of listening, creating, evaluating, understanding and performing music.  This course will involve numerous in-class projects both group and individual.   
  Course Overview:  

The goals of this course are to:
· Discuss, determine, and discover “What is music”

· Gain an appreciation for all different types of music through listening, discussing, and creating

· Discover rhythm through stomp, drumming, and all kinds of ‘found’ percussion or instruments

· Learn about fusions of music and create a musical piece that fuses two styles together

· Learn about varying styles of music and music of other cultures

· Understand the value of music, the ‘story behind it’, and the sense of community that it can create

· Respond emotionally to music

· Learn about some famous composers and their works

· Read about, listen to and discuss current events, current artists, composers etc in music today

Classroom Rules:

1. No food or drink (except water) – keep the room clean!

2. No Cell Phone usage during class—see student handbook for official school policy

3. Do not touch any of the instruments or musical equipment in the room, unless permitted to do so – this WILL result in a detention without warning (and further consequences if it occurs more than once)

4. Respect other students in the classroom as well as the teacher… we will be working in groups together... this is KEY... and remember, activities and projects are meant for learning and ENJOYMENT—everyone needs to feel comfortable enough in the classroom to participate

5. All other school policies apply in this classroom including dress code & IDs
** My policy regarding misconduct is as follows:


1st offense:
Warning


2nd offense:
Detention after school for 30 minutes


3rd offense:
Detention & phone call home


4th offense: 
Detention, phone call home, and report to Mr. Mucha

[Severity of said offense will also play a part in determining the consequence(s)]

Supplies needed:  

* Notebook and folder (or binder with looseleaf) 

-You will need a place to write notes and a place to write and respond to music (a listening journal)   – I will collect listening journals periodically for a grade, so you may want to have two separate notebooks

* Pen or pencil – EVERYDAY (as we will be starting each class with listening and writing)

- Other supplies will be required infrequently such as bringing in a piece of music to listen to, etc.

Grading:

Class Participation/ Preparedness for class  = 
35%

Projects (group and individual) =

50%

Listening Journal = 



15%

*Extra Credit Projects/Assignments may be offered by teacher or requested by students… all requests will be taken into consideration

I have a zero plagiarism policy… do not even attempt it.   You will receive a zero and Mr. Mucha will be contacted in such a case.

** You will have a written final exam at the end of the semester. The nature of the exam will be open-ended and though provoking.  There will be some music listening components interweaved.

The reason for the project/ activity basis of this class is not to create loads of work my students for you, but to give everyone in class an opportunity to learn by doing and exploring.  Being that this is a block (1h 20 min) course,  projects/ activities will often be worked on during the 2nd portion of the class.  You will be given plenty of time to complete projects in class, but if you do not complete them within the allowed time, you must finish them on your own time in order to have them ready by the due date. 
***--I am available for extra help or if additional time in the classroom is needed to work on projects.

If you have any questions about this course or need any extra help throughout the semester, please to not hesitate to meet with me, talk with me, or email me:
  Ms. Esrig     jesrig@gboe.org   OR  jesrig.ghs@gmail.com  (if there is any trouble with school email)
